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NULU QUIDEM MIHI SATIS ERUDITI VIDENTUR, QUIBUS 

NOSTRA IGN OTA SUNT. Cicero de Legibus. 



THE TRIADS.— No. XVIIL 



TRIADS OE THE ISLE OF BRITAIN*. 

LXXX. The three Gallant Retinues of the Isle of Britain : the 
retinue of Belyn, the son of Cynvelyn, in the warfare of Carad- 
awg, the son of Bran ; and the retinue of Mynyddawg Eiddin, 
in Cattraeth ; and the retinue of Drywon, the son of Nudd the 
Generous, in the expedition of Arderydd in the North : that is, 
every body went, in those retinues, at their own expense, with* 
out waiting for being summoned, and without demanding either 
pay or gift from the country or from the prince ; and, therefore, 
they were called the three gallant retinues. 

[Triad xxxvi of the first series is thus"-The three Gap Reti- 
nues of the Isle of Britain : the retinue of Mynyddawg Eiddyn, 
in Cattraeth; and the retinue of Melyn, the son of Cynvelyn; 
and the retinue of Drywon, the son of Nudd, in Rhodwydd Ar- 
derydd. The second series is thus-^-The three Gallant Retinues 
of the Isle of Britain: the retinue of Mynyddawg, in Cattraeth; 
and the retinue of Dreon Lew, in Rhodwydd Arderys ; and the 
retinue of Belyn of Lleyn Erythlyn, in Rhos. — The similarity 
between the words Adwy and Addwyn, Gap and Gallant, creates 
an ambiguity here, which, however, is cleared by the comment 
in the text above, if it may be relied upon as of ancient autho- 
rity. The second series substitutes Belyn, who is noticed in 
Triad xxvn as a warrior of the sixth century, for Belyn, the son 
of Cynvelyn. Triad liv, previously translated, records the battle 
of Arderydd, A. D. 593, asone of the three frivolous battles f. It 
has been surmised, that the name of Arderydd is to be identified 

* Arch, of Wales, vol. ii. p. 61. Tr. 79— 81. 

t See No. 13. p. 10, for this Triad, and also No. 17. p. 21.S, in the Notes, for 
a farther notice of the Batt'e of Arderydd. 
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in the present name of Ettrick Forest, the situation of which j u s . 
tines the conjecture.] 

lxxxi. The three Loyal Trihes of the Isle of Britain T the 
tribe of Cadwallawn eil Cadvan, who were with him seven years 
in Ireland, and during that period they demanded neither pay 
nor compensation whatever, lest they should be obliged to leave 
him, and he could not make the compensation to which they were 
entitled; second, the tribe of Gavran, the son of Aeddan, when 
the loss by disappearance took place, who went to the sea for 
their lord ; third, the tribe of Gwenddolau, the son of Ceidio, who 
maintained the contest for forty-six days after their lord was 
slain, and would not desist from battle and conflict until they 
should avenge his death. The number of each of those three 
tribes was twenty-one hundred brave men; and so great was 
their courage that they could not be subdued. * 

[Triad XXXIV of the first series agrees in substance with the 
above text, with the omission of what is said of the tribe of' 
Gwenddolau, as to seeking revenge, and the concluding words, 
as to the courage of all the three. Triad xli of the second se- 
ries is more brief, thus— The tribe of Cadwallawn, until they were 
captives; and the tribe of Gavran, the son of Aeddan, when 
there was the loss by disappearance; and the tribe of Gwen- 
ddolau ab Ceidio, in Arderydd, who sustained the fight forforty-six 
days after their lord had been slain: the number of each tribe, 
was 2100 men. — Cadwallawn nominally held the sovereignty of 
Britain from A. D. 612 to 660. — Gavran and Gwenddolau have 
been before noticed in the course of this work in connection with 
other Triads *.] 

lxxxii. The three Disloyal Tribes of the Isle of Britain : the 
tribe of Goronwy the Splendid, of Penllyn, who refused to stand 
in the stead of their lord to receive the poisoned javelin from 
Llew Llaw Gyfes, by the Stone of Goronwy, at Blaen Cynval, in 
Ardudwy; and the tribe of Gwrgi and Peredur, who deserted 
their lords, in Caer Grau, when there was an appointment for 
battle, the next morning, against Eda Glin Mawr, and they were 
both slain ; and the tribe of Alan Vyrgan, who returned back by 
stealth from their lord, leaving him and his servants on the way 
going to Camlan, where he was slain. 

[Triad xxxv of the first series and xlii of the second agree 

* See volvi, p. 124, 'with respect to the former, and No, 18. pp. 243 and 
257 with respect tc-the-latter. 
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generally with the foregoing, with the exception of the cognomen 
of Alan, being variously written Alan Morgan, Vorgan, and Fer- 
gan. — In the Mabinogi of Math ab Mathonwy there is a particu- 
lar detail how Goronwy was to submit to the throw of the javelin. 
— Gwrgi and Peredur occur in former parts of the Cambbo- 
Briton. The Eda Great-knee here mentioned was the re- 
nowned Ida, the Saxon king of Northumberland, who is called 
Flamddwyn, or Flame-bearer, by Taliesin. The above is the 
only memorial of Alan.] 

TRIADS OF BARDISM*. 

1 . There are three primary unities, and more than one of each 
cannot exist: one God, one Truth, and one Point of Liberty, and 
this is, where all opposites equiponderate. 

2. Three things, that proceed from the three primary unities : 
all Life, all Goodness, and all Power. 

3. Three things, of which God necessarily consists : the great- 
est Life, the greatest Knowlege, and the greatest Power; and of 
what is greatest there can be no more than one of every thing. 

4. Three things it is impossible God should not be: whatever 
perfect Goodness should be, whatever perfect Goodness should de- 
sire to be, and whatever perfect Goodness should perform. 

5. Three things, that evince what God has done and will do: 
infinite Power, infinite Wisdom, and infinite- Love; for there is 
nothing that these attributes want either of power, of knowlege, 
or of will, to perform. 

* These Triads, like the " Institutional Triads" in the last Number, are ex- 
tracted from the Collection published by Mr. E. Williams, in his "Lyric 
Poems." In the original they are called Trioedd Barddas, which Mr. E. 
Williams translates " Theological Triads ;" but it appears,, that he might, 
with greater propriety, have entitled them Doctrinal Triads, since they profess 
to relate, more particularly, to the doctrines of the Bardic System, as those, 
copied in the last number, do to its institutional regulations. The number, 
published by Mr. Williams, is forty six, of which twenty-four only are here 
selected, the remainder being so inyolved in metaphysical obscurity, as to be, 
for the most part, unintelligible. And it must not be denied, that, for this 
reason, as well as on account of their occasional reference to the doctrines of 
Christianity, they are not to be regarded throughout as genuine memorials of 
the primitive institution of Bardism, although they may, in some degree, be 
impregnated with its singular tenets. The language of the translation has 
here, as on the former occasion, been varied in a few instances ; and the ar- 
rangement_of the Triads, it is hoped, will be found more methodical, than 
that in which they were pr-eriously published. — Ed. 
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6. Three things it is impossible God should not perform : what 
is most beneficial, what is most wanted, and what is most beau, 
tiful of all things. 

. 7. The three grand attributes of God: infinite plenitude of 
Life, of Knowlege, and of Power. 

8: The three necessary essentials of God : Infiniteness in him-. 
Self,— Finiteness to finite comprehensions, — and Co-unity with 
every mode of existence in the Circle of Beatitude. 

9. Three things, that none but God can do : to endure the 
eternities of the Circle of Infinity,-^to participate of every state 
of existence without changing, — and to reform and renovate every 
thing without causing the loss of it. 

10. The three regulations of God towards giving existence to 
every thing: to annihilate the power of evil, — to assist all that is 
good, and to make discrimination manifest, that it might be 
fciiown what should and what should not be. 

11. Three things, that will infallibly be done: all that is pos- 
sible for the Power, for the Wisdom, and for the Love of God to 
perform. 

12. The three stabilities of existence : what cannot be other- 
wise, what needs not be otherwise, and what cannot be conceived 
better ; and in these will all things end. 

13. The three Circles of Existence: the Circle of Infinity*, 
Where there is nothing but God, of living or dead, and none but 
God can traverse it; the Circle of Inchoation, where all things 
are by nature derived from death, — and which hath been tra- 
versed by man ; and the Circle of Beatitude, where all things 
spring from life, and which man shall traverse in Heaven f. 

14. Three causes, that have produced rational beings: Divine 
Love, possessed of perfect knowlege ; Divine Wisdom, knowing 
all possible means ; and Divine Power, possessed by the joint 
will of Divine Love and Divine Wisdom. 

15. The three states of existence of rational beings : that of 

* The original word, here translated "infinity," is Ceugant, upon which 
Mr. Williams has the following note. — " Ceugant, in its etymological sense, 
signifies the Circle of Vacuity,-— in its metaphysical acceptation, here, it sig- 
nifies the immense void beyond the bounds of the material creation^ into, 
which none but the Deity can penetrate." 
t The words, rendered, in this Triad, "inchoation," and " beatitude," are 
' Abred and Gwynfyd. Upon the former Mr. Williams thus observes, — • 
«' Abred, from the root^rerf, whence Yspred, divestigationstpr things-rejected, 
and Hybrid, wanting or subject to be divestigated." 
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Inchoation in the Great Deep [Annum], that of Liberty in the 
state of Humanity, and that of Love, which is Beatitude in Hea- 
ven. 

16. The three necessities, to which all rational beings are sub- 
ject: a beginning in the Great Deep,— progression in the Circle 
of Inchoation, — and plenitude in Heaven, or the Circle of Beati- 
tude ; without these things nothing can possibly exist but God. 

17. Three things, that distinguish a rational being from all 
others : Genius, Memory, and Perception ; each of them accord- 
ing to its peculiarity and in its plenitude, and of nothing can two 
plenitudes exist. 

18. Three things, with which God has endowed every rational 
being: with the Plenitude of his own nature, with an Individu- 
ality differing from all others, and with an original and peculiar 
Genius ; and hence in every being a plenitude of that self, differ- 
ing from all others. 

19. The three necessary incidents of Man : to suffer, to change, 
and to elect; and, man having the power to elect, it is impossi- 
ble before the event to foresee what his sufferings or changes will 
be. 

20. The three equiportions of Man: Misery and Happiness, 
Necessity and Liberty, Evil and Good ; all equiponderate, man 
having the power of attaching himself to either the one or the 
other. 

21. The three privileges of the state of Man : Equiponderance 
of evil and good, whence discrimination; Liberty of Choice, 
whence judgment and perception; and the Origin of Power, 
proceeding from j udgment and preference : — these being indis- 
pensably prior to all jother exertions. 

22. Three things, in which Man unavoidably differs from God : 
Man is finite, God is infinite; Man had a beginning, which God 
could not have ; Man, not being able to endure eternity, must 
have in the Circle of Beatitude a fluctuating change of his mode 
of existence, but God is under no such necessity, being able to 
endure all things and that together with felicity. 

23. Three primary qualities in the Circle of Beatitude: cessa- 
tion of Evil, cessation of Want, and cessation of Perishing. 

24. The three restorations of the Circle of Beatitude : restora- 
tion of original Genius ; restoration of all that was originally che- 
rished; and the restoration of original memory; — for without 
these perfect beatitude cannot exist. 



